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Verbs that describe actions or events are known as 
“action” or “dynamic” verbs, whereas those that describe 
states are known as “state” or “stative” verbs. 

New language  State verbs in continuous forms 

Vocabulary  Action and state verbs

New skill  Describing states

Action and state verbs

KEY LANGUAGE ACTION AND STATE VERBS

KEY LANGUAGE USING STATE VERBS IN CONTINUOUS FORMS

STATE

STATE

SIMPLE FORM

ACTION

ACTION

CONTINUOUS FORM

Action verbs can be used in simple and continuous forms. 
State verbs are not usually used in continuous forms.

Some verbs can be both action and state verbs. When these verbs 
are describing an action, they can be used in continuous forms.

Other state verbs can be used in continuous forms. They keep their stative 
meaning, but emphasize a change, development, or temporary situation.
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MARK THE SENTENCES THAT ARE CORRECT

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL

CHECKLIST

 State verbs in continuous forms   Action and state verbs   Describing states 
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